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Clermont Estate, St.

by Marguerite Curtin
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B the year | 17 Clermont pmpcrt:;
Iin St. Mary was listed as being ownoed by

the estate of Patrick Lynch, daccased. On
the property were 130 slaves and 240 stock.
Another property, Bellficld, which bad 422
slaves and 388 stock, was also part of the
estate of Parick Lynch. (In 1826 it is reconded
as being in the receivership of JH.
Livingston.)

Robert Hurae Gordon, the owner of Cromwell
Estate, also in St. Mary, bought Clermont in

Deezember 2005
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Mary, Jamaica
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thc lEZDsand i tsb:hcvcd thanbeprm
great house was built at that time, The number
of slaves on the estate had not changed signif-
icantly (139 slaves) but thare was now less
stock (218). See The. Jamaica Almanack of
1826. .

In 1840, shortly after the end of slavery (1338)
the Gordon family seld the 840 acre “Clermont
Pen” to J. Bell. At what point Clermont agaio
changed hands has not been ascertained, but in
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THE FRTSIDENT S 1TTRO

Dear Members and Friends,

4 & this iz che ast Newsietter for 2003, [ take
the opportunily to wish all a happy hohday
sets0m nd only good for 2004.

| My siacerest thanks po cut to Paulioe Simmonds and

Ty dedicated team who have ol worked so ard dur-
ing the year without whom, 1 as president, could ot
fanction. -

The highlight of the year was the visit of Dr. Pamela
Beshoff end her tearn from dhe Pricnds of the
Georgian Society UK. in September. I was particu-
larly bappy 1o meet Pamelu al the team to thank
them personally and on behaif of the Georpisn
Society of lamaica for their dedication to Georgien
Jamaica and their gencrosity in donatng so heavily
o the restovation of ¢he Falmeuth Post Office. The
Postmasicr General, Dr. Blossom O'Meally Nelson,
10k me herself bow pleased she was to moet the vits
itors from Brituin and bow well afl went & the
fancsion.

My very speciel commendation goss out o Dr,
James Parrent the chainman of the Falmouth Chapter |
of the Goorgian Society of famaica for his totaf ded- |
ication, leadership and hard work in completing the
profect,

You would by now have seoesved your tickets foc the
fund-raising brupch on Senday Febroary 22, 2004 of
the Renaissance Jamuica Grande Resort and 1 wge
you to sell all and a5k Pancline for more, Please bring
23 many friends as you can as we 20 badly peed the
fands 10 repair Clesmoat House in Highgate.

T must alse tke thizs oppomursty to remind members
that the Society’s financial year Is January so
Decamber and 1 wige those whose subscriptions are
ouistanding 0 se0dl in your payments as without
funds, we cannot continue the work that is planned,

Wich my vary best wishes
Gearge Faria

Our Iskad Heritsge Newsleiter

| All members arc reminded 1 look out for ol Duildings

Fund-raisine Brunch af the
Renarssance Jamaica Grande Resort,

Ocho Rios on Sunday.,
Felbivuary 22, 2004 a8 11:00 a.o.

This ¥ aa appesl 20 all members of the Georgian Society,
island-wide, Lo make u very special effort (o seli the tokets
16 pur nationz] fund-raising bruash, which were recently
LMt TO YOu.

The back of Clermont Hoyse, as ¢an be seen in the phato-
graph elsewhere in dhis Newsletter, is wgeatly in need of
Tepairs as indeed are other parts of the buildiog, 11 §s, these-
fore, necessary for repaiss 16 the buitding to stard without
detay.

1 am ako appealing o members 1o donate Nsw OF good
second-heod ems to the stully weizich will be focated aramd
the room it which (he Brunch will be beld. The stalls are,
ARTWORK/BOOKS/RINTS, BRIC'A'BRAC, PLANTS
T-SHIRTS 30d TOMBOLA/RAFFLE. In addition, there will
be an ART AUCTION and GSI Informasion Degic.

Pleaso send into the office your returas for tickets sold so
that the amounts can b2 lodged to the savings tecount a the
National Commercial Bank which is being used for the
event {cazly retums wilkl ensure the restoration fund earas
s interest leading up to Febroary 22, 2004)

shall Jook forward  seeirg you in Geho Rios

Pauline Simmonds

Chalrman,

National Fund-raiting Comniities
4 S.08.

which seem worthy of preservationfrestorarion and for
any buildings which seem in danger of deing wantenly
destroyed,

All sack information should be sent 00 our Naiond
Headquarters a¢ Richmond Park Great House, 5% Half-
Way Tice Road, Kingston 10 so that the approprise
action cen be eaken 1

. 1
Preservation/Restoration
Mmplminzmrmmiuahmavingn&nd‘
mark oc hefping to Tevive your neighbaurhood? Gain
vatuable information by joining The Georgisn Scciety
of Jamsica and suppor praservgtion/restoration offorts
Jamaicn,

Make preservation ong of yorr

Slacprints for the future
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Clermont Estate...

Conmt'd from pg. 1

I%82 the property was owned by |
Charlotte Constantine and its 840 acres
were still intact though only 50 acres
were in pusture and pimento, 790 acres
being in “wood and ruinate.” i

The Clermont property’s well-kept
grounds - beds of roses and sloping lawns
— added 1o the charmo of the Highgate area
and of special interest were the imposing
pillars at its gateway. Later, Clermont
property was subdivided and the section
with the great house purchased by two |3
Quaker ladies, Sada Stanley and Mary §
White, who planned to Live in it upon | J
their retirement from the mission field.

In the carly 1930s when it was decided by
the Quaker and the Baptist denominations

to merge their small boys™ homes (the 5 5
Swift Home in Buff Bay and the Purscell
Home on Amold Road in Kingston)
Clermont Great House seemed to be the ideal spot for the
new boys home. Successful negotiations between the
American Friends Board of Missions and the two mission-
aries led to a satisfactory exchange of property.

On April 8, 1941, the Swift-Purscell Home was officially

Back of Clermont House

opened at Clermont great House. In her book, The Fairest
Isle, Mary Langford tells us that on that occasion the public
were invited 1o see exhibits of carpentry, cabinet work, and
tailoring all done by the boys of the Home, who also
received formal education on the ground floor of the great
house, which was now the Clermont School.

Kudos Corner

Congratulations to the
Jollawing:

The Friends of the Georgian Society - UK, the Postal
Corporation of Jamaica and Falmouth Heritage
Renewal for the splendid restoration of the Post office,
Market Street, Falmouth

The Hart Group of Companies and Falmouth Heritage
Renewal for the fine restoration of the former Baptist
Mause, Market Street, Falmouth

Both prajects were supervised by Dr. James Parrent.

Mr Desmond Leaky for the restoration of the Persian
Water Whee! at Martha Brae, Trelawny.

Mr Dennis Seivwright for the upgrading of the Albert
George Market, Water Square, Falmouth
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ARCHITECTURE IN FALMOUTH -

A Plea for Preservation

Enmusi&sm int the Culonies for buildings in the peorgian
expression was very much alive dwing the late 18t
and early [9th centuries, when Falmouth came mto beang, &
small town on the coast where an abundance of domesiic
huildings was created in a simple yet chamming vernscular
using classical efements adapted 10 local conditions. Sumilar
types of town buildings were 1o be tound elsewhere, panic-
ularly in Kingston, Spanish Towm, St. Aon’s Bay, Black
River, Lucea and purts of Montego Bay, but the conccption
of Falmouth in its prid plaa, and construclion in stone, brick
and tirober seems 1o have resulted in a more complete and
comprehensive small tawn wirh its own distinctive envinon-
ment. Although much damage has been and continues to be
done in the name of *progress’ resulting iu the loss of more
and mere of its best picces, Falmounth remains perbaps the
only where 18th century Jamaica can shill be fell #ed to
some lingering cxtent, seen in stooe, bnck and timber.

Falmouth still possesses a number of distinguished lowo
houses built with an honest direct construction, with the fyp-
ical and characteristic timber posts. beams, panels, sash or
louvred windows and pitched shingled rool. Markel Street
has the mast representative collectton (alas, rapidly disap-
pearing) fallowed by pants of Duke Street. In other sections
of the town, the march of ime has seen the greeeful buildings
of the 18th and 19th centuries give way fo concrele and sieel

NEW MEMBERSHIP FEES

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2004
Decision of National Council on luly 06, 2003

Supporting Corporate
Vember - J55.0a8

per RRNEHID

=500
BT @i

{Corposate Member -
Orvdingey Member - S50 per unninm

5208
T3 LT RELTIN

Puisiener =

Student Moember - S} per anntim

£ or USS20
pUr SN

COrverseas Slemnbor -

NEB: The society’s finauetal vear s Jenary —
Decenber s¢ early venewsd of vour membership joes
waoltid be greatly appreciaied.
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By the fate AL Concannan

stouctures, a sad bul inevitable chain of events that, unless
arrested, must Jead very scon 1o the extingtion of Falmouth
a5 an architectural show-piece, the loss of a tourist alicaction
of immensc potentizl, and the removal for sl tine of 4 valu-
able specimen of the country’s architectural heritage.

The efforts of the Georgian Socicly of Jamaica to ensure
permanent preservation of Falmouth's upigue collecnon of
18th and 19tk century architecture are neteworthy, and
should be commended to all citizens and to the Government,
for their active support in the igterests of the nution and for
the: benefit of all.

National Councillors for 2003/2004
Annual General Meeting — July 06, 2003

Mr. Geoege Fania President

Mrs. D. Whitchome Vice-Fresident
Mr. Geoffrey Pinto Vice-President
Mr. Basrie Curiis Haon. Treswrer
Migs P. Simmonds Hon Secretary

Miss Joyee Chang

Mr. Paul Lradd

Mr. George Palmer

Dr. James Parrent

Mrs. Nommnd Benghiat

Mr. Don Dirayion

Mrs. Sylvia Paucl

Mrs. Annabella Proudiock
Mrs. Wanida Stephenson
Mr. Peter Williams
Ex-Officio Memher

D, Pamelo Beshoff, Presidem
Friends of the Georgian Socicty, UK

Chair. — Kingston Chapter
Chair. ~ St. Ann/Mary Chapter
Chair. ¢, James Chapter

Chir. Falmouth Chapter

THE GEQRGIAN SOCIETY OF JAMAICA,
Richmond Fark Great [louse

5% Half-Way-Tree Road, Kingsion (0

Jamaica

Tel: (876)-754-526}

Yol. B o, Diecentber 2003
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